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In your groups, discuss the screenshots you brought in.  
What makes them visually appealing?  
What makes them visually appalling?  
!
Think about Contrast, Repetition, Alignment, and Proximity 
(from the reading).
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Visual Hierarchy
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Trying to make every single 
thing attention-grabbing is a 
classic design mistake. 
!
What you consider most 
important should—certainly, 
clearly, undeniably—be the 
single most important aspect 
of your design. 
!
Andrei Herasimchuk, designaxioms.com
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Principles from The Non-Designer’s Design Book 
Repetition 
Contrast 
Alignment 
Proximity 
!

How do we achieve Balance and Visual Hierarchy?
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Repetition 
vs 
Contrast
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Repetition and Contrast 
Fonts 
Margins 
Colors 
Icons 
…
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Size

Weight

Style

Color

Spacing

What principles are being exercised here?



5 More Topics for Software Designers, Ben Salinas,  http://bsalinas.github.io/FiveMoreTopics/

Arial 10 black Arial 10 grey 
Arial 12 black Arial 12 grey Arial 12 bold black 

Arial 16 bold black

Try to Limit Yourself to: 
1 Font 
6 Treatments 

Define your font treatments up front.  
When you need to add text, choose one.  
If none of them work, consider other techniques 
If that doesn’t work, add a new one.
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SourceSansPro 
16px #FFF
SourceSansPro 
16px #999

SourceSansPro 
18px #FFF

SourceSansPro 
24px #CACCCE

SourceSansPro 
24px #FFD343

SourceSansPro 
15px #444

SourceSansPro 
24px #444

SourceSansPro 
15px #CACCCE

SourceSansPro 
Bold 
21px #FFD343

SourceSansPro 
16px #FFD343

SourceSansPro 
16px #E6E8EA

SourceSansPro 
15px #3776AB
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SourceSansPro 16px 
#FFF, #999, #E6E8EA, #FFD343

SourceSansPro 18px 
#FFF

SourceSansPro 24px  
#444, #CACCCE, #FFD343

SourceSansPro 15px 
#444, #3776AB, #CACCCE

SourceSansPro Bold 21px  
#FFD343

12+ Font Treatments 
but it isn’t the worst…
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11treatments only the top right corner = 
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Arial 16 bold black

Try to Limit Yourself to: 
1 Font 
6 Treatments 

Define your font treatments up front.  
When you need to add text, choose one.  
If none of them work, consider other techniques 
If that doesn’t work, add a new one.
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How do you pick your fonts? 

Make them very similar or very different.
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Repetition also counts for colors, button styles, radii, etc.

Bootstrap Buttons and  Colors
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Alignment: (Generally) Don’t Center Align Text 
Especially if it is a paragraph
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Jennifer Patel 
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Alignment: Don’t Indent to Show Hierarchy

Ben Salinas 
 Software Designer 
 Involution Studios 
 Arlington, MA 
!

Karen Vazquez 
 Staff Auditor 
 Deloitte & Touche LLP
 Boston, MA 
 

Ben Salinas 
Software Designer, Involution Studios 
Arlington, MA 
!
Karen Vazquez 
Staff Auditor, Deloitte & Touche LLP 
Boston, MA 
 



5 More Topics for Software Designers, Ben Salinas,  http://bsalinas.github.io/FiveMoreTopics/

Alignment: Don’t Indent to Show Hierarchy

Ben Salinas 
 Software Designer 
 Involution Studios 
 Arlington, MA 
!

Karen Vazquez 
 Staff Auditor 
 Deloitte & Touche LLP
 Boston, MA 
 

Ben Salinas 
Software Designer, Involution Studios 
Arlington, MA 
!
Karen Vazquez 
Staff Auditor, Deloitte & Touche LLP 
Boston, MA 
 



5 More Topics for Software Designers, Ben Salinas,  http://bsalinas.github.io/FiveMoreTopics/

Alignment: Align text, not bullets

Ben Salinas 
• Software Designer 
• Involution Studios 
• Arlington, MA 
!

Karen Vazquez 
• Staff Auditor 
• Deloitte & Touche LLP 
• Boston, MA 
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And also for layout
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