
Integrating real data in 
your designs is critical to 
determine its success

Today’s Topic:



Why Design With Real Data?
!

How to Design With Real Data?



Does this design “work”?
Most of our job as designers:



Buying a Broom





Maybe you realize that visual design 
influences usability...



And maybe you want to make sure the 
content is representative



Does this design work?



But when making a decision, the details are 
what matters.



Data and Content 
are the User Experience

Why Design With Real Data?



Why Design With Real Data?

= Fake Data
= Fake Design
= Fake Feedback
= Wrong Decisions



Real data will enter the 
equation eventually.

Why Design With Real Data?



Our jobs as designers:
Organize data 
into information  
to enable users to gain knowledge



It is impossible to 
evaluate the success of 
a design if it does not 

use real data.



Does this technique work?
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Not all fake data looks fake



But, we need more than just some real data.

Everything has to be realistic.

























Is this data representative?









   2,088.85  
+ 9411.15  
= 11,500



   2,088.85  
+ 9411.15  
= 11,500

As soon as someone 
actually tries to use 
this screen, you will 
find this out.







Whether this is 
subtraction 
fundamentally 
changes whether 
this screen is easy 
to understand or 
impossible









Now I understand 
where 95.61 came 
from!


